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A brief Account of one Suggeſtion 
OF THE 


ROMANIST. 


b. 'T is the Stateman's Maxime concerning & 


talle Sugzeition, that 14 1t be believed bur 
tour and rwenty nours, the value of it js in- 
eſtimable 3 witch though ir mult be allowed to re- 
ccive a grad avacement, when it is applyed to infe- 
riour and lets contiderable traniaRtions, yer the inte- 
reſts of Religion, un the maintenance of truth, are 
not ſo deſpiicable, as that he that hath appeared or 
embarked in them, can fately neglect the advantages 
which evil arts may yield , or turniſh an adverſary 
againſt him, 
$. 2. Such in reaſon, and in Experience, beyond 
all others is the charge of falſifyizg, which if it be bur 
ſuggeſted, and believed of any, and much moreif a 
pregnant and viſible proot of it betendred, there 
needs no other blaſt, or ſmur, or vermine to lay waſt 
the whole field, and deprive him of all harveſt of his 
ſced and labours, 

. 3. How this is my concernment at this time, the 
Reader will not ſu4Jdenly divine,till I have enterrain'd 
him with a ſhort relation of that, which I had ra- 
ther my felt proc/arm on the houſe top, then leave 0« 
thers to whiſper it in corxers, 

0.4. I was lately advertiſed by a judicious and Re- 
vereand friend, that it was particularly urged againſt 
3 me, 
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me, by a Komariſt, that I had miſtaken, or perverted 
M, Whites words, which I referr toin the Diſpatcher Dt 
ſpatcht, Chap, I11. Sett, 4. p. 279, where I ſuppoſe him to 
anſwer ( in his Apology for Trad. p. 56.) that the teatifical 
w1iſion of the Saints before the day of Judgement was not yet 
held a matter of Faith, but onely a Theological concluſion ;; 
when ( (aid he) the Apologiſt 7 that very place had ex- 
preſly ſaid, that this potzt 1s a matter of faith, grounded 
on Tradition, and not a Theological concluſion. 

2. 5. Thatl ſhould be guilty if but of ſuch an oſci- 
rancy or mi#take, much more of ſuch a vile perverſi- 
oz as this, I may be allowed to have been as unwill- 
ing my ſclt to believe, as I am obliged to take care 
that others ſhould not cauſelelsly apprehend it of 
me, Therefore without delay I turned firſt ro mine 
own words (which as I then could not doubt, fo now 
I acknowledge to be fairchfully related) then to Ma- 
{ter Y/h:tes words,in the page of his eApology, whence 
I had cited them, and thoſe I found exaRly, and roa 
letter concordant to. my tranſcript of them in D#ſp. 
Dip. 

1 6. For thus I {till read (it I will not at noon-day 
{uſpe& mine own eyes) in that eApologrſt, p. 56.1. 12, 
{ For,nothing ts more clear, then that the validity of Baptiſm 
by bereticks was a Tradition, and decided by it : ſothe Bea- 
tifical viſion of the'Saixts before the day of Judgement, the 
Sptrituality of Angels, are not yet beld matters of Faith,but 
only Theological concluſuons; as likewiſe the ſouls betng con- 
created to the perfeRing of the body,) What can be more 
manifeſt, then thar in this period the Beatificall Viſion 
of Saints before the day of judgement is by that Apologiſt 
ſer down, as one of the two things ( ro which afrer a 


ahird is ſubjoyn'd) 'of which it is affirmed inthe plu- 
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ral, that they are zot yet held matters of Faith, tut onely 
Theological concluſions? which was all to a ſyllable, that 
I cited from him in that place, with this onely change, 
that ſpeaking onely of ove of theſe, the Beatifical viſ1on 
&c, 1 {et it (as it was neceſlary) in the ſingular | 7s »0t 
yet held a matter of F aith,but ozely a Theological concluſion.) 

0. 7. Thar I might be ſure notto have miſtaken my 
Author, 1 nraon's 6 conſulted the Errata; bur there 
was none noted, relating to that page: and indeed the 
whole compolure of the period was ſuch, that there 
muſt be a concurrence of very many changes in the 
compals of very few lines (more 1] believe then-the 
moſt negligent Compolitor and Corrector have at a- 
ny time conſpired to be guilty of ) to wrelt this reſtt- 
mony from me, or change it into what this Roman:ſt 
had affirmed it to be, 

0. 8. Having diſpatch'e this account to my friend, 
from whom I reccived the tormer advertiſement, I 
had no cauſe of doubt, bur that this affair had recei- 
ved its full period, the Romaxiſt being obliged ro yield 
to ſuch full uncontrollable evidence, and every mans 
eyes, to whom the contrary ſuggeſtion could be of- 
fered , being as well qualified as mine,to ſecure him 
from being miſled by ir. And on theſe grounds of 
ſatery I had no leaſt thought of troubling the Reader 
with any account, orcomplaint, which I now ſee is 
become ſome part of my intereſt, and my duty. 

9.9. For I was ſoon aſſured by my triend, that the 
words which I had punQually rranicribed from my 
copy of the Apology , were not to be found: in thar,. 
which he had before him, but quite transformed in-- 
to the contrary ſence, ev-n that for which-the Roma-- 
ziſt had vouch'd them z for chus he found them [ For, 
A 3 nathing 
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n0.hing 1s more clear, then, that the validity of Baptiſm by 
hereuicks was a Tradiuton, and decided ty it ; ſo the Beatte 
fical wi ſion of the Sarnts before .he day of juagement, The 
Sp.ruuality of Angels is not yet beld a matter f Fatih, but 
onely a 1 heoiogical conciuſion,] 

6. 10, By thus repreſentation I was ſoon forced to 
conteſs, that the whole {cene was changed, the firſt 
part of the words-remaining the {ame,dur the ſecond 
(of the Beatrfical t:j1on of the Sairts ) which were 
my onely coucernment, wholly transformed, that 
wich betore was joyned with the /prrituality of An- 
gels, as n6t yet held matters of farth,. but ouely Theologecal 
conciuſtous, being now annext to the Valzatyof Baptiſm 
by bereticks, and fo affirmed to be a Trad:1r0« (and that 
is wich him a matter of Farh) aud decidefl by it, And 
then I had reaſon to acknowledge the candour of that 
Romaniſt, who proceeding on thele appearances, had 
laid no heavier a ceniure on me, ticn that of erther 
miſt aking, or per erting M. Whites words, 

0.11, In this new potiure ot affairs, firſt it was 
preſently diſcernible, that the very many changes , 
which I had foreſeen, had been really made, to bring 
this about, And as all this was obvious, and credible 
to be done by a new Edition of the book,ſo it remained 
uncertain to me whether mine, or that other {o con- 
trary tO it, were the true and authentick Edztzos : this 
therefore was my next care to examine, 

- 9. 12, And herein again I met with an intricacy; 
for if theritle-pages, and a concurrence ot all obvious 
indications, might be believed, there was all this 
while bur one editzox, both copies carrying in their 

| front, 4 Parts, chez Jean Billain Rue $, Jacques 4 Ven- 
[gz 5, eAuguſtin 1654. the ſame volume, print, ___ 
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ber of pages, beginning and end of every page, &c, 
This {00n tuggeited that which was the onely clue ro 
extricate me then{and the reader now) out of this la- 
byrinth, For ſending to the Stationers tor another co- 
PY of the Apology, as from one I received a copy per- 
ely agreeing with mine, {o by the help of another - 
I was furniſht with one exa@tly accordant to what my. 
Monitor from the Romaniſt had repreſented to me, 3 
yer not diſfcernibly differing from my own in any 0- 
ther, {ave in this one paſſage ; and looking more nar- 
rowly, firſt the paper and ink wherein that leaf was 
printed (diſcernivly differing from all the reſt of the 
book) was apt to inje& ſome ſuſpicion: but I ſoon faw 
that had no need of this,or otherobſcurer intimation, 
it being grotty vifiblezthar in this place a leaf had been 
cut our,& a new one paſted in, And what Gordras knot 
might not have been untied by the like inſtrument > 
. 13. YYhen this change was thought fit to be 
made, I did, and till want augury to divine ; onely 
this is apparent, that it was a work which ſecond 
thoughts tuggeſted, after the Book was publiſhed, elſe 
my copy which came regularly ro me trom the YYor- j | 
flew atiener, (in the year,it my memory fail me not, 
165<,) and another now ſent me from another Stati- 
oner (which afſfures me there be many more) muſt 
have had their parts in the change. | | 
$. 14. Having given the Reader a brief and fingte . 
view of this marrer, I abſtain trom any farther obfer, 
vation, or reticxton on it, then what a 
| Quo teneam Uul us mutantem ———? 
will amount to, Bur that is alſo unneceffary, 
whole deſign being compleated in this, that it 1s now 
manitc{t to the moſi imperſuaſible of their diſciples, 
thar 
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+. that dare read what is writien againſt their Maſters 
>; which I perccive few.are permirred to do)thar I nei- 
ther miſtook, nor perverted the Apologiſts fence or 
words, thoſe, I mcan, which I read in his book, from 
w* alone I could be imagined to receive cognizance 
of them, not being able ro forecaſt , that what I had 
thus really tranſcribed trom him, would be {o ſoon 
ſnatchrt from me again,or that what was to me fo viſt- 
ble,ſhould vaniſh,and become inviſible to other men. 
d. 15. This indeed is an uncxpe&ted proof of what 
S. YT. had told me, concerning the //Yzts (enormous ) 
powerto transformTeſttmontes; which yet thal nor dif. 
courage me from dealing in that ware,(being firmly 
reſolved never to make ule of my duller faculties, to 
work ſuch Mctamorphoſes ) nor yer, ir diverciog 
ſomerimesinto ſuch plcaſant fields, adorned with-fo 
great varieties, as that Apologiſt frequently affords the 
world, hoping, that I ſhall not again meet with fuch 
- mifadventures as theſe, or any greater interruptions | 
in reading him, then what a competent attention, and 
a table of Errata ſhall enable me to overcome. 
| 9. 16. This account I conceived would more par- 
| donably,becauſe more modexately,divert the Reader 
at this time, then it I ſhould ſtay cill it were ſolemn- 
ly and articulatcly call'd for, and moreover deliver 
S. YV.trom ſome temptation, himſelf to think, or to 
perſwade others, that he had ſprang ſome rea/game 
to invite his chaſes, ſome guilt ro ſupport his contume-: 
lies, and perhaps prevail with ſome of their moſt cre- 
dulous followers, to think it cquitable to ſubjeR the 
ſuggeſtions they meet with troſome other waies of 6x-/ 
amination and triall, then the bare authority or con»! 


fidence of the ſuggeſters. 
| THE END. 
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